
Windows XP has built-in support for CD-Recordable (CD-R) disc burning. Creating data CDs is 
easy, audio CDs less so. Before you use the feature, you should check your CD burning options:  

1. Start Windows Explorer (Windows key + E or Right-click on start menu and select 
Explore). 

2. Right-click your CD-R drive and select Properties. 
3. Select the Recording tab (if this tab isn't available, your device doesn't support CD 

burning). 
4. You can then set the following options:  

o Whether to enable CD recording 
o The drive to hold the staging files (before the system burns a CD-R disc, the 

system writes the files to be recorded to a temporary folder known as the staging 
area – the default will be your C drive, which can be left as-is) 

o The CD recording speed (Fastest, 4X, 2X, and 1X) 
o Whether to eject the media after recording 

 

5. Set your options and click OK. 

Then, to use the CD burning feature, perform the following steps:  
 
Data CDs 

1. Insert a blank CD-R disc into your CD burner (you don't need the blank CD-R disc until 
step 4, but it's a good idea to insert it when you begin). 



2. Drag the appropriate files/folders to the CD-R drive, or select the files/folders and from 
the context menu, select Send To, Writable CD. 

3. After you copy all the files, select the CD-R drive and you'll see the waiting files as "Files 
to add to the CD." 

4. Right-click the CD-R drive, and select Write to CD (if this option isn't available, you don't 
have a blank CD-R disc in the drive). 

5. Enter a name for the CD-R disc, and click Next. 
6. The system will write the files to the CD-R disc. 
7. After the system writes all the files, it will eject the CD-R disc (if you chose that option 

above). 
8. Click Finish. 

Audio CDs  

1. Open the Windows Media Player (wmplayer.exe).  
2. Select Taskbar from the View menu, and then select Media Library.  
3. In the tree on the left, navigate to Media Library -> Audio -> All Audio (if you're not 

already there).  
4. Drag-drop any MP3 or WAV files into this window in the desired order. (The Move Up 

and Move Down buttons at the top of the window are disabled here for some reason, but 
the songs can be rearranged after the next step.)  

5. When you're done, click the Copy to CD or Device button on the left (or select Taskbar 
from the View menu, and then select Copy to CD or Device).  

6. The songs to be written to the CD are shown on the left, and any songs already on the 
CD are shown on the right. The playlist can be reorganized by right-clicking and select 
Move Up or Move Down.  

When you're ready, click the Copy Music button in the upper right. Any MP3 files will be 
temporarily converted to WAV format, and then all tracks will be written to the CD. 

 

 


